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The following printed publications are referred to in the International Search Report 
for the related International Apphcafion No. PCT/USOl/10184: 

U.S. Patent No. 5,814,461 to Bergmann et al, (9/29/98). Bergmann et al, 
disclose methods for detecting anti-thyroid stimulating hormone receptor 



(TSHR) autoantibodies in a fluid sample. These methods involve the use of a 
competitive sandwich assay, wherein the TSHR autoantibodies in a test sample 
bind to soluble TSHR, this inhibits the binding of soluble th>Toid stimulating 
hormone (TSH). The TSH in solution is then free to bind to an immobilized 
TSH-specific antibody. TSH bound to the immobilized antibody can be 
detected either directly by prior incorporation of a label onto the soluble TSH 
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or indirectly with the use of a labeled, soluble TSH-specific antibody. Thus, 
the methods of Bergman indirectly quantitate TSHR-specific autoantibodies by 
measuring TSH. Unlike the claimed invention, Bergmann et al. do not disclose 
providing cultured cells selected from FRTL-5, CHO-R and CHO-RLuc cells, 
wherein said cells are contained within a testing means, and polyethylene 
glycol; and 

Morgenthaler et al, "Application of a bioassay with CHO cells for the routine 
detection of stimulating and blocking autoantibodies to the TSH-receptor," 
Horm Metab Res 30:162-168 [1998]. Morgenthaler et al. disclose methods for 
detecting anti-TSHR autoantibodies through measuring the quantity of cAMP 
produced by CHO-R cells. In contrast to the claimed invention, Morgenthaler 
et al. do not disclose providing cultured cells selected from FRTL-5, and CHO- 
RLuc cells. Moreover, in preferred embodiments the methods of Morgenthaler 
et al. are used to test unfractionated serum for anti-TSHR autoantibodies and 
unfractionated serum does not contain polyethylene glycol. 
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